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e DPTIDE NI YN - And the Nile will swarm with frogs. What is a miracle in Judaism? lne
word “miracle” in Hebrew does not possess the connotation of the supernatural. It has never been
placed on a transcendental level. “Miracle” (pele, nes) describes only an outstanding event which
causes Alnazement, _A turning point in history is _"a_l)vavs a miracle, {or it commands allention as 2n
event which intervenes fatefully in the formation of a group or individual,

As we Tead the story o the Exodus from Egypt, we are impressed by the distinct tendéncy of
[}'lg_gibie rarelate the events in natural texms, The frogs came cut ol the fiver when the Nile rose,
the wind brought the locusts and split the sea. Behind the passages in thie BIble We may discern a
diSTHET TiTention 10 deacnibe the plagues as naturally as possible. The Bible never emphasizes the
srnzturalness of the events; only their intensity and force are emophasized.

The reason for that 15 obvious. A philosophy which considers the world-drama as & fixed,
mechanical process governed by an unintelligent. indilferent principle may regard the miracle as
a supernatural transcendental phenomenon which does not fit inte causalistic, meaningless mo-
notony. lsrael, however, who locked upon the universal occurrence as the continuous rgalization

of a divine effiical Wi embedded into dead and live matier, could never classify the miracle as

IR e E

i miioms 7 as.
somc;hing_pq_iquggg_a incomprehensible. Both natural monotony and the surprising element in

nalire express God' word, Both are regular, lawful phenomena; both can be traced to an identi-
cal source. In the famous Psalm 104, Barcht Nafshi (My soul will bless), the psalmist describes
the most elementary natural phenomena such as the propagation of light in terms of wonder and
astonishment—no dilferent from Moses' Song at the Sea. The whole cosmos unfolds itself as a
miraclous revelation of God. The demarcation line between revelation and nature is almost non-

existent. (The Emergence of Erhical Man. pp. 187-189 R : o
T x :
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